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SUBJECT: REPLY TO PORTUGUESE MEMORANDUM 
REE: LISBON 4103 

1 . SECRETARY'S LETTER TO FONMIN PATRICIO AND US REPLY TO 
OCTOBER 13 MEMORANDUM POUCHED TO LISBON FOR LLOYD NOVEM- 
BER 6, UNDER REGISTRY NO. 1947570. 

2. EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE CAETANO LETTER TO PRESIDENT DATED 
OCTOBER 19 AND DELIVERED TO DEPARTMENT NOVEMBER 2: 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

"YOUR MESSAGE OF SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, REACHED ME WHEN I 
WAS IN THE INTERIOR OF THE COUNTRY, EAR FROM THE CAPITAL, 

IN A RURAL REGION. I UNDERSTOOD FROM ITS TERMS THAT IT 
WAS DICTATED IN PARTICULARL GRAVE CIRCUMSTANCES. I AM 
AFRAID THAT, INSTEAD OF MOVING TOWARDS PEACE IN THE WORLD, 
THE GREAT POWERS MAY BE IMPELLED TO ANOTHER WAR WHICH WILL 
NOT BUT HAVE UNIVERSAL IMPLICATIONS. 

IT IS IN THIS LIGHT THAT THE ATTITUDE OF THE PORTUGUESE 
SECRET 
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GOVERNMENT HAS TO BE VIEWED. A CAMPAIGN CONDUCTED BY OUR 
ENEMIES HAS DEPRIVED PORTUGAL IN RECENT YEARS OF EFFICA- 
CIOUS MEANS OF MILITARY DEFENCE IN EUROPE. THE ENTIRE 
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EFFORT IN THE FIGHT AGAINST SUBVERSION IN AFRICA IS BEING 
MADE WITH DOMESTIC RESOURCES. AND YET THE ENEMY HAS A 
GLOBAL STRATEGIC VISION, WHICH THE WEST LACKS, AND IN IT 
CONQUEST OF POSITIONS IN AFRICA HAS A PROMINENT PLACE. 

THOSE WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES ARE SURELY AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CAPE 
VERDE ARCHIPELAGO IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. BUT THIS ARCH- 
IPELAGO IS AT THE MERCY OF A SURPRISE ATTACK, RENDERED 
EASIER IF PORTUGUESE GUINEA WERE LOST. 

"I DO NOT CONCEAL, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT PORTUGUESE PUBLIC 
OPINION IS TODAY CONVINCED THAT THE UNITED STATES ABANDONS 
FRIENDLY COUNTRIES EVEN WHEN THE INTERESTS, WHICH THE 
LATTER DEFEND, COINCIDE FUNDAMENTALLY WITH THOSE OF THE 
WEST AND, THEREFORE, WITH AMERICAN INTERESTS; AND THAT THE 
CONVICTION HAS SPREAD THAT, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE SOVIET 
UNION, WITH A MUCH MORE REALISTIC POLICY AND MORE STEADY 
INSTITUTIONS, NEVER FAILS TO SUPPORT, WITH ABILITY, 

FIRMNESS AND A SENSE OF THEIR NEEDS, THE COUNTRIES WHICH 
PLACE THEIR CONFIDENCE IN HER. 

"THE DEMAND FOR A COLLABORATION INVOLVING PORTUGAL IN 
AMERICAN POLITICS AT A TIME WHEN THE CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES, WITH A TOTAL LACK OF VISION OF THE PROBLEMS, 
VOTES EMBARGO OF ARMS TO PORTUGAL AND EVEN OF ARTICLES 
WHICH CAN BE PUT TO MILITARY USE, CANNOT BUT PRODUCE 
PREJUDICIAL EFFECTS ON PORTUGUESE OPINION. AND IT WILL 
ALSO AFFECT THE POSITION OF MY GOVERNMENT. 

"IT IS OF THESE FACTS THAT I WOULD LIKE, MR. PRESIDENT, 

THAT YOU WERE PERFECTLY CONSCIOUS. YOURS SINCERELY, 
MARCELLO CAETANO." RUSH 

SECRET 
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